The Four
Donmal NS



Unitari an Uni ver sal I st

Princi ple #4:

“A free and responsi bl e search

for truth and neani ng.”



Webster: 9 definitions
Amazon: 444, 000 Books
Googl e: 232, 000, 000 sites

So, there Is plenty to read, but
what Is the truth about truth?.



THE NATURE
OF TRUTH



Truth 1S
| nheri1t ed

Not Personally Discovered



There are Four
Donmal ns of Truth

Thereisno Universal Truth



Trut hs are
| rreconcl | abl e

Disagreements between domains
cannot be reconciled.



4 different
domains of truth

based on 4 different
tests of truth

producing 4 different
types of truth



Rhetorica

Rhetorical truth
of government and justice
Truths of Democracy



Mystica
Sacred truths of

the mystical and divine
Truthsof Faith



Logica
Reasoned truths

of mathematics and philosophy
Truths of Academia



Empirica
Resear ched truths

of science and history
Truths of Nature and Technology



RHETORICA

MY STICA

L OGICA

EMPIRICA




THE MOTHER LAND
RHETORICA



RHETORICA

Method:
Persuasion & Debate

MY STICA

LOGICA

EMPIRICA




RHETORICA
1 empes MY STICA

Capitols, Courtrooms,
& Editorial Offices

Elders:
Politicians, Judges, Editors

L OGICA EMPIRICA




RHETORICA
Example sour ce: M YST' CA

Declaration of Independence

Exampletruth:
All men are created equal.

LOGICA EMPIRICA




THE HOLY LAND
MYSTICA



RHETORICA

MY STICA

Method.
| nterpretation of
Scripture & Revelation

LOGICA

EMPIRICA




RHETORICA

MY STICA

Temples:
Churches & Sanctuaries

Elders:
Clerics, Gurus, |deologues

LOGICA

EMPIRICA




RHETORICA

MY STICA

Example Sour ce:
The Bible

Exampletruth:
Miracles are possible.

LOGICA

EMPIRICA




THE LAND OF REASON
LOGICA



RHETORICA MY STICA
LOGICA
et EMPIRICA
Logical

Reasoning & Inference




RHETORICA MY STICA
L OGICA
iberal Arts Colleges EMPIRICA
Elders:

Professors & Scholars




RHETORICA MY STICA
L OGICA
o EMPIRICA

Exampletruth:
| think, therefore | am.




THE LAND OF REALITY
EMPIRICA



RHETORICA

MY STICA

LOGICA

EMPIRICA

M ethod:

Research & Documentation
Not personal experience!




RHETORICA

MY STICA

LOGICA

EMPIRICA

Temples:
University Laboratories,
Museums
Elders:
Scientists & Historians




RHETORICA

MY STICA

LOGICA

EMPIRICA

Temples:
University Laboratories,
and Museums
Elders:
Scientists and Historians




RHETORICA MY STICA
EMPIRICA
|_ O GI C A Exarg;a()llisgisstogrce:

Exampletruth:
Humans evolved.




CONFLICT
AMONG THE
DOMAINS



Mysti ca vs.
Enpiri ca

Creation vs. Evolution



Enpirica vs.

Rhet ori C

DNA vs. O. J.



Rhet ori1 ca Vs.
Mysti ca

Democracy vs. Theocracy



OUR PERSONAL
JOURNEYS

AND
CIVILIZATION’S JOURNEY



The Lens of the

Under st andi ng

We don't see the lens.
We see the world through the lens.
Clearer, stronger with experience.



Three Filters

of Truth

7?7 SOURCE
7?7 INTEREST
72UNDERSTANDING



Trut h: the

Ji gsaw Puzzl e

FOUR SECTIONS
CORRESPONDING TO
THE FOUR DOMAINS



Truths 1 n the
W ong Donal ns

PIECES FORCED OR DISCARDED
RESULTSIN CONFUSION



RHETORICA—MY STICA

L OGICA

EMPIRICA




RHETORICA

MY STICA

LOGICA

EMPIRICA




RHETORICA

MY STICA

LOGICA — EMPIRICA




SIREN SONGS
OF TRUTH



Absolute truth

Searching for truth
beyond domains,
beyond words



| nformation

Gathering information,
unvetted assertions



Personal truth

| need no tests,
| will know the truth
when | seet.



THE FUTURE
OF TRUTH



We have entered an era of rapid

when one error can leave
the world uninhabitable.
Truth has never mattered more.



The 21% century....
promises quite a snow,
| we do not make an error that

brings the curtain down.



The End



