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BARBARA GRIDER: “The Invisible Village”

Dec. 3 Author of a prize -winning series on pockets of poverty in Baldwin County, Barbara Grider is a
staff writer for the Robertsdale Independent . She has also held the position of staff writer at
the Fairhope Courier and the Daphne Bulletin . Her series “The Invisible Village” earned an
Alabama Press Association award for best series in 2002.

Introduction: Ann Chapman
Greeter: Stuart Chapman
Cookies: Juanie Noland and Helen Garrett

FELLOWSHIPANNUAL MEETING: Ed Lawrence, Presiding

Dec. 1(QCommittee reports, President’s report, and election of officers for 2007.
Greeter: Bette Runnels
Cookies: Bette Runnels and Julienne Roach

LEW TOULMIN: “Crimes Against History and Genealogy”

Dec. 17F eliowship member and author Liewellyn “Lew” Toulmin will share with us experiences and
information he has gathered during his travels around the world
Introduction: Jule Moon
Greeter: Helen Earl
Cookies: Ruth Pratt and Sheena Patrick

FELLOWSHIP MEMBERS: “Wishes for Future Holiday Times”

Dec. 24Frogram Chair Wilma Albers will lead members in a celebration of the season, including
holiday music.
Greeter: Jule Moon

Everyone is welcome to attend the Fourth Sunday potluck “holiday party”
following the program. Please bring a dish to share and join us for fellowship
and good conversations.

CELESTE HINDS: “New Year Celebration”

Dec. 3 1Members will speak on a variety of topics including Ancient New Year’s, the Church’s view of
) New Year’s celebrations, New Year traditions, good hick in the New Year, and Auld Lang Syne,
its origins and history. A New Year’s Feast will follow. See page 2 for details.

Greeter: Jule Moon
Everyone is welcome to join in our New Year’s Feast following the program.
(See article on Page 2 for more information.)

Sunday Service, Youth Fellowship and Toddler Care, 11 a.m., 1150 Fairhope Ave.
Adult discussion group meets each Sunday at 10 a.m. Come join us!
Write 1150 Fairhope Ave., Fairhope, AL 36532. Tel. 251 -929-3207. Visit our website at

www.fairhopeuu.org.




In Memoriam: Donald Streh§

In November, the Fellowship lost a special
member —Don Strehlau.

Don was a quiet man, a man who never voiced
an unkind word. He retired to Fairhope in 1995
and Joyce Bishop introduced him to the
Fellowship. He had been widowed in recent
years and had become more or less reclusive
until he met Margaret, a tall redhead who soon
had him dancing and playing cards. Theirs was
a wonderful relationship; they cared for each

other through serious illnesses as well as in
good health.

Margaret sang in the choir at Trimty
Presbyterian Church, but they had an
arrangement before their marriage — she would
20 to her church and he would continue with the
Unitarian Fellowship. Until recent times when
he became frail Margaret would drop lum off
here and then go to her church.

Don was a retired chemust, having worked many
vears for DuPont in Philadelphia. He was
educated at the Umversity of Wisconsin and
Northwest University. He enjoved reading,
watching old movies and until he became 1ll,
working with flowers in his garden.

Don has two grown sons, Richard and John and

a 15-year-old grandson Zachary. We extend our

sympathy to all who knew and loved him.
—Celeste Hinds

| FdlongipNevYexr-skeedt Dee 31

Come share m our New Year's Eve noontime

feast after the Fellowship program on December

31. Brng any dish you like or that has special
meamnng to you.

A few 1deas: black -eyed peas (for good luck),
slaw (cabbage leaves are considered a sign of
prosperity), a rice dish (thought to bring
happiness); pickled herring if you are German or

Swedish. You get the idea.
mother -in-law always serves pork and sauerkraut
for good luck. I will bring garlic grits because

I'm southern. Carl Geraci will serve fish

chowder because he's from New England.

Let’s prepare to ring in the New Year together
with fellowship and good food.

—Celeste Hinds

Joyce Burkhart's

NorFiction Book Review

The Nonfiction Book Review Group
meets on the first and third Thursdays of each
month at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Office.

All are welcome to join in the lively
discussions and share favorite nonfiction books.
—Charlie Earl

Members & Friends Invited

A new Fellowship discussion group is being
organized by Jack Cameron. The group will
discuss health issues and encourage participants
to pursue health of mind and body. The first
meeting of the Health Discussion Group will be
at 9:30 am Tuesday, December 12 at the
Fellowship. Everyone 1s invited to attend.

At this meeting Jack will lead the discussion on

omega-3 fatty acids. The omega -3 story may

someday be viewed as one of the most important
in the history of modern nutritional science in

terms of potential impact on health in the
western world.

Jack and Pat Cameron have always taken an
active interest in their own health care. In recent
yvears, Jack has used the internet to access
mainstream medical and nutritional theories in
order to avoid drugs and foods, many of which
are more likely to cause disease than prevent it,
and to include foods and supplements proven to

be beneficial, many of which are largely
neglected.

—Jack Cameron

Group

to Join Health Discussion Group Decembg



Gren Saduary Cammittes Whet-sinaNareChage?

At its November 4 meeting the Fellowship
Board approved a name change for the
Enviromment Committee, which now will be
called the Green Sanctuary Commmttee. The
comumittee itself approved the change during a
meeting September 4, where it also made huge
progress 1 its plan to gain from the National
UU Association official status as a Green
Sanctuary.

We have honed a draft application, showing
we already are green, whether we consider the
efforts of our kitchen crew to wash endless
dishes rather than use plastic, the work of
Celeste and George Hinds, Phillip Strriste and
many others to create an environmental award -
wimming indigenous species garden, Gail
Gardner’s creation and direction of a
“Simplicity Circle,” or many other green things
we have done.

Members and friends of our fellowship are
leaders in environmental custodianship of the
entire county and beyond. Charlene Lee and
Wendy Allen instigated and planned the largest
survey of the environmental attitudes of
decision makers ever conducted throughout
Baldwin and Mobile counties. Harvey Joannming
and Pat Keoghan designed and conducted the
survey itself Debbie Jessup participated in this
survey, as well as served with Charlene and
Wendy in planning an impressive environmental
section in the Daphne library. Celeste Hinds is
the master birder of the Eastern Shore, and so on
and on.

Why, then, go through the bureaucratic
requirements of obtaimng Green Sanctuary
status? The committee discussed this issue at
length, reaching the unammous conclusion that
such an endeavor helps us focus, not only on
what we’ve done well but on the opportunities
still ahead. In brainstormuing ideas for fulfiling
the environmental justice requirement or
sustainable hiving portions of the application we
are directing ourselves toward untried territory,
mto projects that will ental work and
expenditure and will outlast all of us if our aim
1s straight.

need a more cohesive plan for gathering
everything recyclable, not only from the kitchen
but the office and vouth group as well We
suggested ways of recychng our magazines still
further, perhaps to doctors’ offices around town.
Other 1deas flew in this active bramstormng
session, which will be described m future
articles, as they come mto fiintion.

In order to promote a sustainable life style

among all of us, we intend to contribute waste -

saving and other envirommental hints to this
newsletter on a regular basis, and hope that many
of yvou will want to participate. If you have a
good 1dea and would like to write it up, please
relay the information to Debbie Jessup.

—Debbie Jessup, Green Sanctuary Committee Chair

Your Social Action Committee N

leeds Y«

In accordance with the season of sharing, there
are two immmediate GIVING projects which
mvolve the entire Fellowship:

1. The annual FOOD DRIVE with food being

delivered to Fairhope's Ecumenical

Ministries. (See article on Page 8.)

2. GUEST AT YOUR TABLE which begins

December 3. Consider this a means of education
as well as giving because funds collected go to
worldwide causes that will become personal to
you and your family as you discuss (at your

dining table) and meditate on the persons
affected by your favorite cause.
collection fun 1s that youre ridding yourself of
loose change in the best possible cause by
dropping that change daily into a special
container (to be provided) placed on your table.

Human rights imtatives by the Umnitarian
Umniversalist Service Committee (UUSC) to
which our accurmmulated deposits will be sent
include: Economic Justice, Environmental
Justice, Civil Liberties, Rights in Humamtarian
Crises, and JustWorks. More Information is
available at the UUSC website: www.uusc.org .

—Ann Chapman, Social Action Committee Chair

What makes this


http://www.uusc.org/

Long Range Plan for the Fairhope Unitarian Fellowship

I. Brief History of the Fellowship .
A. Introduction.

1. Mission: The Mission of the FUF is to explore new ideas; to search for truth and knowledge; to take care of the
earth; to enjoy fellowship with open -minded thinkers; to support and care for each other; to create an atmosphere of love and
understanding among our members and for those who come after us.  (Adopted by the members in 2002).

2. History: In the 1930's and 40's a group of independent thinkers met in private homes on Sunday mornings to
discuss theological, political, and philosophical ideas. In 1951, some members of this group petitioned the Unitarian
Association to be chartered as the Fairhope Unitarian Fellowship. The charter was granted January 27, 1952. [The Unitarian
Association did not merge with the Universalists until 1961.] At first, the Fellowship met in private homes and even
occasionally on the beach. Then it met in the Red Cross Building, and after that the Friends Meeting House. With the move
in 1997 to the Eastern Shore Art Center, the Fellowship was able to increase its membership and building fund. In 2003, the
Fellowship moved into its new building at 1150 Fairhope Avenue, and changed its name to the Fairhope Unitarian
Fellowship.

3. Community Connection: Historically the Fellowship has provided an open forum for ideas, art, and music to its
members and the community. Today the members of the FUF are friendly and supportive of one another and the ideals of the
community. The Fellowship encourages religious education among younger and older members, and intellectual and
spiritual stimulation and growth for all.

B. Purpose of the Long Range Plan: The Long Range Planning Committee was formed by the Board of Directors to assess
where we are, to set objectives for where and what we want to be in the future, and to establish a set of goals for the
membership to work toward in the next five to ten years.

C. Methodology: The LRPC, consisting of Ruth Geraci, Pam Perkins, Michael Patrick, Ed Lawrence, and John Raby, began
by creating a survey to learn how the members felt about the Fellowship and what goals they would like to achieve. The
questionnaire was given to the members in March, 2006, and in May, Ed Lawrence and John Raby tabulated the results. The
results of this survey were published in the June newsletter. The LRPC then moved to use these results to help formulate a
plan for the future of the FUF. The plan will be presented to the Board in June, at which time it may be amended further.
After it is approved by the Board, the plan will be distributed to the members and the membership will be asked to discuss it
at a Sunday morning meeting before it is adopted.

D. Principles and Assumptions: The FUF subscribes to the Seven Principles of the UUA:
1. The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
2. Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;
3. Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
4. A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
5. The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large;
6. The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
7. Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.

I1. Finances.
A. Current Assessment:

1. Historically the FUF has primarily financed itself by Sunday morning collections. Members have debated the
question of pledges from time to time, but the Fellowship has never adopted pledging as a means of financing. Additional
sources for funds come from yard sales, concerts, building usage fees, and memorial gifts. The members have always
generously supported the budget presented at the annual meeting, and have made additional contributions for special projects
when called upon.

2. The current operating budget is $39,904. Of that total, $31,000 is expected to come from Sunday morning
collections. The rest of the budget comes from one -time donations for memorials, charities, and new equipment and projects,
and from garage sales, building usage fees, and concerts.

3. Current reserves are held in laddered CD’s which the Board in 2003 divided into two funds: the “rainy day fund”



and the endowment fund.

4. Questionnaire results: 44% of the members and friends responding to the LRPC survey indicated they would
increase their contributions for “ Advocacy of Social Issues” and 31% indicated they would increase their contributions for
“Building Enlargement or Expansion.” Only 16% of respondents indicated they would increase their contributions for
“Salary for Minister.”

B. Goals for the future:
1. Be financially stable.
2. Build the rainy day fund and the endowment.
3. Expand the focus with more involvement of the members and more outreach to the community.
4. Continue the diversity of the Sunday programs using members and paid outside speakers.

C. Strategy: Only 22% in the survey indicated the FUF should have pledges. This response indicates that the leadership must
carefully explain the expenses and financial needs of the Fellowship, and frequently report to the membership the budget
status and questions throughout each year. It is recommended that quarterly budget statements be published in the newsletter.
Also in the firture, building usage should increase by publicizing the availability of the building for weddings, receptions,
and other public occasions. The LRPC anticipates the excellent work of the members in having yard sales and presenting
concerts will also continue in the future.

I1I. Membership .
A. Current Assessment:

1. Since receiving the Unitarian Association charter in 1952, the FUF has had steady growth. Today the current
membership is approximately 100 members with 45 friends. Friends are those who attend but have chosen not to become full
members and do not have voting rights. Reflecting the demographics of Fairhope and Baldwin County, the membership
includes many retired people.

2. The questionnaire results indicate that the programs and social activities are quite important to the members. Of
those responding to the survey 87% indicated that they were attracted to the Fellowship because of the intellectual
stimulation; 73% indicated they were attracted by the UU principles and values; 71% indicated they were attracted to the
Fellowship because of our common values and interests; 67% regularly participated in the Coffee Hour; 56% regularly
attended the pot -luck; 51% regularly attended the receptions, and 49% regularly attended the Fund Raising activities and the
Saturday Evening Movies.

3. The members® religious and spiritual beliefs are predominately humanism, but the membership is diverse with
atheists, ethical Christians, agnostics, earth -centered spirituality and other beliefs being expressed.

B. Objectives: The FUF should continue to respect the diversity of the members in their beliefs and activities. A major
problem the FUF faces in the future is retaining members and attracting new members of all ages. We should project a 10%
growth in membership each year.

C. Strategy: The best strategy would be to continue doing what we do well through diverse programs on religion,

philosophy, psychology, history, and current events. Social and artistic activities are quite important to the members. The
movie series, the discussion groups, the pot -luck dinners, receptions, art exhibits, and concerts are invaluable in keeping old
members and attracting new members. Further, members should inform visitors who we are and what we have to offer. Each
member should make every effort to welcome guests, tell them about the FUF programs and activities, and encourage them
to become involved. Newspaper articles and advertising should be used to make the people of Baldwin County aware of who
we are. Public service announcements should be made on the radio. The Fellowship should also contribute to the pledge
drives of NPR and PBS. The FUF should continue to be active in community development and charitable giving as it has in
the past. Also FUF should explore possible ways for having counseling available to those who wish it.

IV. Facilities .
A. Current Assessment:
1. The building is quite satisfactory in many ways. The meeting room is spacious and presents a warm, comfortable
atmosphere.



2. The questionnaire indicates a recognition that there are inadequacies in the size of the office/library/discussion
room, the quality of the sound system, and problems with the noise of the HV AC system.

3. The Board recognizes these inadequacies along with the need for a larger area for the children, discussion room
for adults, and the size of the fover.

4. The current endowment fund of $25,000 could be used as a basis for a future building project to rectify the
problems with the building.

B. Objectives: The FUF should maintain the current facility debt free and avoid any future debt by working to enlarge the
endowment fund into a building expansion fund. Plans should be eventually made to add a general purpose room.

C. Strategy: Any major modifications or additions to the building will have to be accompanied by an extensive information
campaign to the membership and the creation of a building pledge drive

V. Vision.

A. The vision for the Fellowship is where it wants to go and what it wants to be in its hopes and dreams for the future. Iti s
the day-to-day embodiment of all the elements above —finance, membership, and facilities. These three elements allow the
Fellowship to create the programs that reach out to satisfy the needs of the membership. Our vision is deeply rooted in our
history and core values. The Planning Questionnaire gives some guidance as to the spiritual and religious beliefs of the
members. Of the responders, 89% said they were Humanist/Atheist/Agnostic and 41% said they were Ethical Christian/
Christian Theist/Spiritualist/Earth -Centered Spiritualist. This is a ratio of about 2.3 to 1 Humanist to Spiritualist. When it
came to contributing time and effort, social programs and social issues out -polled spiritual programs by about 2.5 to 1. And
in the area of discussion groups, social issues out polled spirituality by about 2.5 to 1. Clearly, our core is of the Humani st
persuasion with a minority seeking spirituality.

B. Objectives: The Fellowship challenge is to recognize our mixed backgrounds, embrace our diversity, and make a place
where everyone can have his/her widest range of needs met. By adhering to the Seven Principles of the UUA, this can be
achieved. This includes establishing a culture of tolerance, understanding, and inclusion.

C. Strategy:
1. To embrace the majority beliefs, regular new member training classes should be conducted once or twice a year.

2. A separate service or gathering (Sunday evening suggested) should be permitted to allow those looking for more
spirituality a place to worship.

3. Some modification in the Sunday morning service should be considered to allow for the expression of more views
and beliefs. The Spiritual Concerns Committee should be tasked to make recommendations.

Y1 Conclusion.

The Long Range Plans of FUF are:

A. Increase the size of the membership through publicity, advertising, public presentations, and community involvement in
charitable and social causes.

B. Continue financing the operating budget through the current method of Sunday collections, yard sales, concerts, building
usages fees, and gifts. However, much can be done in the future to increase the building usage income to help stabilize the
annual budget.

C. Establish a Building Expansion Fund to meet the current inadequacies and the needs of the future. A basis for this fund
could be the current Endowment Fund.

D. Find new ways to embrace our diversity and allow for expression of diverse beliefs.



Things to Do at Our Fellowship

Three Documentaries Challenge Our Thinking This Montr

Fridav, December 1: An Inconvenient Truth
(2006, 100 munutes) This 1s the famous Al Gore
film that deals with the threat of global warmng
—a “must see” film. A discussion will follow the
film.

This 1s the final film in the 2006 Fairhope Film
Series of the University of Alabama, Baldwin
County. It will be shown at 7 p.m. at our
Unitarian Fellowship building because it i1s the
mght of the Amnual Christmas Parade, and
people would have a difficult time driving to or
parking at their usual spot at St. James & Surmmit
Streets. A $4.00 contribution is requested.

Saturdav December 2 : Green Plans (1995, 56
minutes) This documentary reports on how
Holland and New Zealand are dealing with the
1ssues of sustainability, environmental protection,
recyching, and waste eradication. The solutions
mvolve citizen/business cooperation, and can be
applied in the United States.

Saturday. December 16:  The QOuorum (2004,
60 minutes)

In the politically and racially charged atmosphere
of the 1960°s, The Quorum coffee house created
a successfil model for multicultural exchange.
Opened in 1963 to persons from all racial
backgrounds, The Quorum became a frequent
target of segregationist harassment in New
Orleans.  Combining oral history and rare
archival materials, the movie shows what
happens when ordinary people become mnvolved
In extra-ordinary events.

This film 1s produced by Maurice M. Martinez
and Harriet Joseph Ottenbeimer.  Professor
Ottenbeimer teaches Anthropology and
American Ethnic Studies at Kansas State
Unmniversity, and was one of the founders of the
Quorum coffee house in 1963.

Dr. Oftenbeimer will be present at the
Fellowship that mght to introduce the film and
lead a discussion afterwards.

Saturday mght documentaries start at 7 p.m. in

the Fellowship hall. The public 1s invited, and
no admssion 1s charged, but donations are
accepted.

—Fd Lawrence

Fellowship Game Night Dec. 9

Bridge, poker, Scrabble, and Mah Jongg are
among the games currently popular with our
game night participants. New players and
new games are always welcome. Bring your

own beverage, and a snack if yvou wish. A
voluntary collection will be taken, in the form

of a 50/50 raffle. Half the proceeds go to the

Fellowship, the other half to a lucky ticket
holder. Join us starting at 6:30 p.m. until 9
p.m. on Saturday, December 9.

Starting in January, due to popular response,

Fellowship Game Night will be held twice a

month, on the second and fourth Saturdays.
—Ruth Geraci

Author Discussion Group

The Author Discussion Group
selects one author whose works are read and
discussed on the second Thursday of the
month at 9:30 a.m. Join us for stimulating
conversations. Upcoming authors:

December 14: Al Gore & Michael Creighton
January 11: Bill Bryson

February 8: John Steinbeck

March 8: Amy Tan

Birding Trip Dec. 5




