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FRANK LARAWAY: “Western Concepts of Theology – Theism, Deism, Agnosticism, Athe-
ism & Dualism:  What You Do Not Wish to Know About Western Religious Beliefs” 
Ours being a Judaic-Christian Society of ethics and culture, this will be an attempt to outline the 
essential elements of each type of theology objectively, with discussion of their various tenets 
and how they might be logical, illogical and/or self-contradictory.  Frank Laraway is a retired 
architect and a long time member of the Fairhope Unitarian Fellowship.  
        Introduction: Helen Earl  
  
BARBARA EVANS: “What People Can Do to Fight for Our Environment in 
Alabama” 
Barbara Evans is Organizing Coordinator for WildLaw, a nonprofit organization based in Mont-
gomery whose mission is to defend the environmental integrity of human and natural communi-
ties through education, administrative actions, community capacity building, and litigation.  She 
will share with us their citizen action strategy: what people can do individually and collectively 
to fight for our environment in Alabama, and will present some of the highlights of their wins 
and losses. 
        Introduction: Harvey Joanning 
  
CASI CALLAWAY:  “Short and Long Term Impacts of the BP Oil Disaster” 
Casi Callaway is Executive Director of the nonprofit group Mobile Baykeeper, an environ-
mental group of over 4,000 members with an interest in preserving and protecting the beauty, 
health and heritage of the Mobile Bay watershed.  Their priorities are clean water, clean air and 
healthy people along with responsible government and a healthy economy. 
        Introduction: John Jessup 
  
NAN STEEDLEY: “Seafood Safety in Alabama” 
Nan Steedley is Public Health Environmental Supervisor with the Seafood Branch of the Ala-
bama Department of Public Health, the agency tasked with the responsibility of seafood safety 
in Alabama through compliance with the National Shellfish Sanitation Program.  Department 
activities encourage innovation in the growth of Alabama’s seafood industry. 
        Introduction: Holly Couret 

 
 
 
 

Following the September 26th program, everyone is invited to attend the 
Last Sunday of the Month Potluck  

Please bring a dish to share and join us for fellowship and conversation.  

Sept. 5 

Sept. 12 

Sept. 19 

Sept. 26 

Sunday Service 11 a.m., 1150 Fairhope Ave. 
Adult discussion group meets each Sunday at 10 a.m. 

Write 1150 Fairhope Ave., Fairhope, AL 36532. Tel. 251-929-3207. Visit our website at 
www.fairhopeuu.org  fairhopeunitarian@att.net 
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AUGUST BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

The Board of Directors will meet on Friday, 
September 3rd at 10am at the Fellowship.  
Agenda items include: 
 

I. Approval of minutes 
II. Treasurer's Report 
III. Old Business 
    1. Building Maintenance Report 
    2. Program Committee 
    3. Electric screen 
IV. New Business (none) 

 

If you have any other items for the Board 
meeting, please notify Michael Patrick or any 
Board member.  All FUF members are wel-
come to attend Board meetings.  

           —Submitted by Michael Patrick 

SEPTEMBER BOARD AGENDA 

At the August 6th meeting, your Board:  
 

¶ Approved the minutes and Treasurer’s report. 
 

¶ Discussed the recent floor refinishing and 
lack of work done on the classrooms. 

 

¶ Discussed ideas for future programs. 
 

¶ Discussed possible purchase of an ascending 
movie screen. 

 

¶ Discussed complaints about the noise of the 
air conditioners. 

 

¶ Agreed that the sound system has been work-
ing much better lately. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ad-
journed at 11:00. 
 

  —Submitted by Pam Perkins 

July 2010 Financial Summary as Submitted by Kay Seymour 
  Actual Budgeted Surplus/ 

 July YTD YTD (Deficit) 
Support and Revenue     
Contributions 2,462  21,448  24,500  (3,052) 
Other Revenue 234  2,303  2,917  (614) 
Total Support and Revenue 2,696  23,751  27,417  (3,666) 

     
Expenses     
Building 3,510  16,929  18,282  1,353  
Committees 421  5,981  6,918  937  
Donations 0  900  2,217  1,317  
Total Expenses 3,931  23,810  27,417  3,606  

     
Net Operating Increase/(Decrease) (1,235) (60) 0  (60) 

 

A Message from the Leff Family 
For those Members and Friends who did not hear Ruth Geraci's eloquent report on Dee Leff's illness at the 

August 22 service, our children, Claudia and Michael, and I wish to bring you this update. 

Dee has been diagnosed with advanced liver cancer. She is now in the excellent care of Dr. John McDuff and 
of the Mercy Medical hospice-in-the-home team. Dee is extremely fatigued and weak, and is receiving medi-
cation only to manage pain and to keep her as comfortable as possible.. She has expressed her deep apprecia-
tion for your concerns, and she sends her love to everyone. We regret that she is unable to have visitors.  
—submitted by Jon Leff 
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Beginning September 11, 2010, the work of 
John Dillon will be on display at the Fellow-
ship.  There will be a reception honoring Mr. 
Dillon from 3-5 PM on that Saturday with mu-
sic provided by Jeanine “Dr Jazz” Normand 
and refreshments by Joyce Burkhart.  The pub-
lic is cordially invited to attend. 
 

Professor Emeritus John Dillon served on the 
faculty of the University of Alabama in Bir-
mingham for 24 years.  He was one of the 
original faculty members helping to establish 
the Department of Art in the early 1970s.  He 
began his career in art after graduating from 
Auburn University with a degree in advertising 
design.  He then spent five years as a commer-
cial artist-illustrator, taught high school art for 
a year and then attended the University of 
Georgia where he received an MFA in 1968.  
He became an instructor of art at Jacksonville 
State University that was the beginning of a 
career dedicated to higher education.  In 1972 
he returned to his hometown where he began 
his work with the University of Alabama, Bir-
mingham teaching.  John served as chair of the 
Department of Art from 1990 to 1991. 
 

In the 90s John and his wife Kay purchased a 
home in Bon Secour to which they moved after 
his retirement.  As he looked forward to retire-
ment, Dillon increasingly turned to the natural 
world.  His enchantment with the coastal envi-
ronments included work done at Port St. Joe 
beach as well as the changing and unchanging 
environments near Bon Secour.   John and Kay 
are avid bird-watchers and supporters of wild-
life rehabilitation. 

John’s preferred medium is printmaking, but 
he claims the honor of being his “first love” 
belongs to his motorcycle.  In addition John 
plays guitar and a mean stringed washtub bass.  
Work in this exhibition will include various 
media reflecting his curiosity about the world 
around him, everything from nature to outer 
space. 
  —Submitted by Pinky Bass 
 

   
   

  JOHN DILLON 

Art Committee Announces Exhibit 

Show Tune Singers Resumes Soon 
 

The Show Tune Singers will begin rehearsing sometime in mid-
Sept. The exact date and time are to be decided. In the past we 
met on Thursdays at 3pm. The group will start out with music 
from "Oklahoma", and then move on to "Guys and Dolls". 
 

If you are interested in joining the group, please contact Holly at 
928-1010. Since we are a performing group, please commit to 
being at all the rehearsals, and on time, excepting extenuating 
circumstances. Everyone is welcome though male voices are 
especially needed.  

               —Submitted by Holly Couret 



“The living tradition which we share draws from many sources … Wisdom from 
the worlds’ religions which inspire us in our ethical and spiritual life.” 

--From the Unitarian Universalist bylaws 
 

Unitarian Universalism teaches us that there is wisdom to be found in all the great religions of the world. Our 
FUF Children’s Fellowship cordially invites all children ages 5 – 12 to join us for a weekly exploration of 
these religions starting September 5, from 11 am to noon. We will be using the children's curiosity flavored 
with stories, art, drama and song to introduce the many truths and faiths that richly color our earth and enrich 
our lives. 
 

The lessons will use imaginary classroom members to introduce the eight largest world religions with a the-
matic approach that caters to different learning styles. Through show-and-tell presentations and various ac-
tivities, the students will learn about the faith and traditions of each imaginary student, including the basic 
tenets, customs and celebrations of their faiths. 
The faiths included are ordered here by the size of their membership: 
 

1) Christianity   
2) Islam 
3) Hinduism 
4) Buddhism 
5) Traditional Chinese religions (Confucianism, Taoism) 
6) Earth-centered religions 
7) Sikhism 
8) Judaism 
 

The children will construct imaginary students as three-dimensional figures. Once made, these “students” 
will be used to introduce the religions and traditions through his or her family celebrations, art, stories, 
games, food and holidays. Activities that combine various learning styles will be designed for each of the 
lessons. Once students have been introduced to the main theme of the lesson through the introduction of the 
imaginary student, they will be encouraged to participate in a variety of activities which might include: 
 

(Verbal/Linguistic and Visual/Spatial) -- Students will be encouraged to use the written word. Lesson activi-
ties will include word cards, research materials, poetry and story telling. The students will be encouraged to 
integrate information through pictures by using activities like story illustration and collage making. 
 

(Bodily/Kinesthetic and Musical/Rhythmic) -- Students will be encouraged to learn using sounds and 
rhythms. Audio files and videos of traditional religious and cultural music will be available along with 
rhythm instruments for students to make their own music. In addition, they will be encouraged to learn 
through touch and movement, dramatics, role playing and games. 
 

(Logical/Mathematical) -- Students will be encouraged to engage in scientific thinking. Some lessons will 
include measuring, charting, labeling and matching activities. Discussion questions will encourage both in-
terpersonal and intrapersonal learning by encouraging students to explore how the tenets, or customs, of the 
featured religion impact our faith, as well as their own lives.         

        —Submitted by Ray Ables, FUF Children’s   
        Fellowship Teacher & Director of Education 

CHILDREN’S FELLOWSHIP RESUMES SEPTEMBER 5TH 

 

FELLOWSHIP MEMBER TO HOLD BOOK SIGNING 
 

Bert Brun will be signing his new murder mystery novel at Page and Palette in Fairhope from 2-4 pm on 
Saturday September 18.  The work is entitled 'Murder in the Pulpit'; victims of said crime are Unitarians, 
poisoned during their coffee time after service!!  
        —Submitted by Bert Brun 

4 



Mid-South District’s theme this year is Worshiping 
and Learning Communities, Celebrating Faith 
Beyond Belief.  Our theme always gives us some-
thing to explore, to wrestle with and this one is no 
exception!  There’s a message of “do it together” in 
this theme, a suggestion that  multigenerational ex-
periences are good and inspiring.  There’s also an 
implication that what we do in congregations is a lot 
about learning (spiritual and faith development) and 
worshiping (lifting up those transcendent values that 
guide us and hold us).  Then there’s UUA President 
Peter Morale’s phrase about our non-creedal religion 
“faith beyond belief” to remind us of who we are.  
 

Studies tell us that young adults tend to stay with the 
faith traditions of their upbringing if they have had a 
positive and affirming experience,  if they were 
known and recognized by the adults in their congre-
gations, if they were allowed to have leadership roles 
and be appreciated for their gifts. 
 

A small sign propped on a mantle at The Mountain 
reminds us: “Kids Are Watching-What Are They 
Learning?”  Writer Maria Harris makes the point an-
other way by claiming “the congregation is the cur-
riculum”.  MSD Education Director Connie Good-
bread says outright: “I think we should be worship-
ing with our children.”  Juana Bordas writes about 
her Latino culture of origin as a  “ “We” culture dif-
ferent from an individualistic one (like White cul-
tures):   “We” cultures are impeccably inclusive; 
they put benefitting the whole before the individual.” 
 

Making our unique faith more inclusive of all ages 
and all cultures and inviting all to gather together  is 
the message here, and we will explore it all year, es-
pecially at district gatherings.  

 Mid-South District - UUA 
On the web at www.msduua.org 

 

UUA MID-SOUTH NEWS ACCORDING TO WIKIPEDIA... 
...Unitarianism, both as a theology and as a denomina-
tional family of churches, was first defined and devel-
oped within the Protestant Reformation, although 
theological ancestors may be found back in the early 
days of Christianity. Historically the term Unitarian 
first appeared as unitaria religio in a document of the 
Diet of Lecfalva, Transylvania on 25 Oct. 1600, 
though it was not widely used in Transylvania til 
1638, when the formal recepta Unitaria Religio was 
published. The Polish Brethren or Socinians did not 
adopt the name, perhaps because of their differences 
with the Transylvanian Unitarians, but Christopher 
Sandius in 1668 entitled his publication of their 
works: Bibliotheca Fratrum Polonorum quos Uni-
tarios vocant (Library of the Polish Brethren who are 
called Unitarians 4 vols. 1665–1669). The name was 
introduced into English by the Socinian Henry Hed-
worth in 1673.  
The movement gained popularity in the wake of the 
Enlightenment and, began to become a formal de-
nomination in England in 1774 when Theophilus 
Lindsey organised meetings with Joseph Priestly. 
Unitarianism was not fully legal until the Doctrine of 
Trinity Act 1813. 
The Doctrine of the Trinity Act 1813 (sometimes 
called the Trinitarian Act 1812) was an Act of the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom.  It amended the 
Blasphemy Act 1698 in respect of its Trinitarian pro-
visions.  
The Act, passed July 21, was also variously known as 
the Unitarian Relief Act (Trinity Act), The Unitarian 
Toleration Bill, and Mr William Smith's Bill, after 
William Smith the Whig  politician.  
The Act granted toleration for Unitarian worship, as 
previously the Act of Toleration 1689 had only 
granted toleration to those Protestant dissenters who 
accepted the Trinity.  
It has been regarded as legalising the practice of 
monotheistic Islam in the UK as the Blasphemy Act 
only applied to those educated in or having made pro-
fession of the Christian religion, the amending Act 
would in theory only have applied to converts to Is-
lam and even then would not have allowed them to 
deny the truth of the Christian religion.  
The Blasphemy Act was repealed in 1967, implicitly 
taking the Doctrine of the Trinity Act with it.  
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FALL YARD SALE DATE ANNOUNCED   
 

The fall yard sale will be held on October 23.  As usual, set up will be the Thursday and 
Friday mornings prior to the sale.  If you would like to work the sale and have not been 
contacted yet, please call Pam Perkins at 621-5416 or email perkins-p@att.net.  
¶ Please, please, please wait to bring your items on the setup days.  The shed is 
nearly full already, and we need to be able to work in there. 
¶ We have two clothing racks, both of which are getting full already.  Please bring 
only clean, intact, wearable clothes, preferably for fall and winter.  If anyone has an-
other rack we can borrow, please let us know. 
¶ No large furniture!  If you can’t carry it in (and carry it back out again!), please dispose 
of it another way.  We can always list it on craigslist.com for you. OR, you can bring us a 
photo of what you want to sell with proceeds going to FUF, and we’ll see that the photo is posted.  
¶ We reserve the right to reject any items we feel will not sell. 
¶ NO electronics.  NO computers, monitors or other peripherals, NO typewriters, TVs, etc.  Old phones 

do not sell, nor do 35-mm cameras. 
 

This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and with everyone’s help, we can make this the best one yet.          

         —Submitted by Pam Perkins 

 

BAKED GOODIES 
NEEDED TO HELP 
FUND NURSING 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

The Social Action Committee 
will once again hold a Bake Sale in conjunction 
with the Fall Yard Sale (see below).  All proceeds 
from the sale will go toward funding TWO $500 
nursing scholarships at Faulkner Community Col-
lege. 
 

The sale has been a great success in the past thanks 
to the generous and talented bakers in our Fellow-
ship; once again we ask for your help with cover-
ing our table with baked treats to tempt all the sale-
goers.  Suggested items include pies, cakes, cook-
ies, bars, brownies, bread, rolls, scones and muf-
fins.  All items need to be delivered to the Fellow-
ship between 9am-12noon, Friday, October 22 or 
no later than 7am the next morning.  We ask all 
items be packaged ready to sell with a simple label 
describing the contents and whether or not it con-
tains nuts.  SAC members will take care of pricing. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support! 
  —Submitted by Nancy Martin 
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The Eastern Shore Wednesday Birding Group and 
the Mobile Bay Audubon Society sponsor field 
trips most Wednesdays beginning mid-September.  
Field trips leave from the Fellowship Parking lot 
at 8:00 and return about noon.  A complete sched-
ule is posted on the bulletin board in the foyer or 
you may access the schedule on website 
www.mobilebayaudubon.com.  Call me at 928-
6526 or Nancy Martin at 625-2160 if you need 
further information.    

There is no known way to permanently eliminate 
weeds – thus we pull them and watch as they re-
appear.  At 9am on Monday Sept. 20 we will tidy 
up the FUF grounds by pulling weeds, trimming 
shrubs and cleaning out ugly corners of our two 
acres. 
 

I am too old and feeble to do manual labor, so I 
organize and plead with those who are younger to 
help out for an hour or two.  Your labor will save 
our budget some moola.  Bring gloves and snip-
pers if you have them.  I will bring extras so not 
having your own is no excuse.  Come anyway! 
 

It would be nice for a volunteer to refinish our 
once-lovely double entry doors.  Are you that per-
son or shall we hire it done?     

  —Submitted by Celeste Hinds 

BIRDING & WEEDING 



Shall Be Known For The Following Attributes: 
¶ How well, how equally, how respectfully, 

how compassionately, how tenderly it treats 
its women and to what extent, it legally pro-
tects them from cruelty and exploitation, how 
it permits women to make their own choice to 
terminate undesired pregnancies - by law and 
its serious enforcement. 

¶ How well, how compassionately, how pa-
tiently, it treats, nurtures and educates its 
small children with rules and laws, that mini-
mize and protect them from cruelty, sexual 
abuse, physical punishment and other vio-
lence. 

¶ How well, how compassionately it treats its 
poor, its unfortunate, its handicapped, its 
sick, its injured and maimed, its insane, its 
criminals and its under-educated people. 

¶ How humanely, how compassionately, how 
tolerantly it treats the lower animals and other 
living things, allowing them their own due 
space, environment and resources. 

¶ How frugally, how conservatively and how 
carefully it utilizes the natural environment 
and its resources by restricting their exploita-
tion and by regulation and law. 

¶ How it reduces and minimizes its consump-
tion, wasting and destruction of limited re-
sources that are both natural and man-made. 

¶ How it protects public health, controls dis-
ease and attempts to reduce the contamina-
tion of the environment, by limiting the pro-
duction and use of ionizing radiation, toxic 
and carcinogenic chemicals. 

¶ How it uses its systems of democratically 
contrived laws, to treat its citizens equally 
and fairly during elections and in their day to 
day lives. 

¶ How restrictively, how limitedly, how com-
passionately, how legally, it utilizes violence, 
force, police and military coercion, to enforce 
its democratic laws, its policies and its will, 
upon its own citizens and those of other sov-
ereign nations, always reserving force and 
violence as the methods of last, rather than 
first resort. 
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A MODERN CULTURE & DEMOCRATIC NATION  
by Frank Laraway 

¶ How and to what extent, it contrives and en-
acts laws, and systems of procedure that are 
fair, that minimize conflict, that systematize 
change and progress, that enhance conflict-
resolution by fair and peaceful means. 

¶ How well it encourages parents to limit the 
size of their families by the humane methods 
of modern family planning, that permits only 
intentioned, and provided-for children to be 
born. 

¶ How it treats its old, its suffering, dying and 
those individuals who may desire to termi-
nate their own lives by the use of modern 
drugs, compassionate technologies and/or 
with the help of consenting medical practitio-
ners, and to protect them from others who 
may believe differently about a free citizen’s 
right to die as he deems fit. 

¶ How it restricts any religion from encroach-
ing upon any and all affairs of government. 

¶ How well it assigns public resources toward 
the furtherance of formal education, public 
health, scientific research, archaeology, his-
tory and the arts. 

 BRIDGE PLAYERS WANTED  
 
Would you like to play “social” bridge, that is, a 
friendly game of not-duplicate bridge with other 
Members and Friends of our Fellowship?   
   Game Night, on the second and fourth Satur-
days of each month, has been very successful at 
drawing in a number of people for a variety of 
games, including Bridge.  
While we have one regular foursome to play 
Bridge, we know there are others out there who 
would like to participate, whether at every Game 
Night or just occasionally. 
  If you’d like to be included in our Game Night 
Bridge games, please contact Pat Cassady, 753-
4171 or email patcassady@att.net  and she will 
add your name to a list of potential players. You 
will then be contacted when enough players have 
volunteered to make a foursome for a specific 
date. You can then decide if you’d like to play on 
that night.           Submitted by Ruth Geraci 



NEWSLETTER 

Submit  calendar events or articles specific to the 
Fairhope Unitarian Fellowship for publication  
one week prior to the last Sunday of each month 
OR as noted in the newsletter calendar section. 
For events, please include all pertinent informa-
tion. Members and Friends are invited to submit 
poems, quotations or other brief words of wis-
dom to be published as space allows.  

Provide written copy or email to editor at:   
nanpie@juno.com 

  EDITOR/PUBLISHER:  Nancy Martin 
  PRINTING/DISTRIBUTION: Diane Ehlers, Ruth Geraci 

Wed., Sep 1:  Back Porch Folk Singers 3-430pm 
Thu., Sep 2:  Non-Fiction Book Group 930am 
Fri., Sep 3:  Board Meeting 10am 
Tue., Sep 7:  Knitters Group 1-330pm 
Wed., Sep 8:  Back Porch Folk Singers 3-430pm 
Fri., Sep 10:  Authors Discussion Group 930am 
Sat., Sep 11:  Art Reception 3-5pm 
Sat., Sep 11:  Game Night 630-930pm 
Tue., Sep 14:  Knitters Group 1-330pm 
Wed., Sep 15:  Back Porch Folk Singers 3-430pm 
Thu., Sep 16 :  Non-Fiction Book Group 930am 
Tue., Sep 21:  Knitters’ Group 1-330pm 
Wed., Sep 22:  Back Porch Folk Singers 3-430pm 
Sat., Sep 25:  Game Night 630-930pm 
Sun., Sep 26:  Last Sunday Potluck 
Sun., Sep 26:  October newsletter deadline 5pm 
Tue., Sep 28:  Knitters Group 1-330pm 
Wed., Sep 29:  Back Porch Folk Singers 3-430pm 
Thu., Sep 30:  Non-Fiction Book Group 930am 
 

NOTE:  The Sunday TED group re-start date TBA 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

2010 FELLOWSHIP OFFICERS 
 

President:  Robin Fabel 
Chairman of the Board:  Michael Patrick 

Vice President:  Jack Gooding 
2nd Vice President in charge of Programs:  

Bert Brun 
Recording Secretary:  Pam Perkins 

Corresponding Secretary:  Jill Teumer 
Treasurer:  Pat Smith 

8 

FIRST SATURDAY 
DOCUMENTARY MOVIE 

 

Because of the Labor Day 
weekend there will be no First 
Saturday Documentary movie 
in September.   
 

On Saturday, October 2 at 7 
p.m. the movie Plunder – The 
Crime of Our Time will be 
shown.  This 2010 movie looks 

at how the recent financial crisis developed “…
from the mysterious collapse of Bear Stearns to 
the shadowy world of trillion-dollar hedge 
funds.” 
 

Everyone is welcome (invite your friends), and 
there is no admission charge – although contri-
butions will be accepted to help pay for the cost 
of acquiring this movie and others we hope to 
show in the future.  
  —Submitted by Ed Lawrence 

AN INVITATION FROM THE 
FAIRHOPE FRIENDS 

 

The Fairhope Friends (Quakers) will hold 
a Peace Vigil at the Meeting House (9261 
Fairhope Avenue) on Tuesday, Septem-

ber 21 (International Day for Peace) 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

 

We invite anyone from the Unitarians to 
join us.  The first half hour will be held in 
silence, but open to anyone sharing a 
brief selection or thought about peace.   

 

From 6-6:30 the 
vigil will continue at 
the roadside with 
signs advocating 

PEACE.  


