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JOHN RABY:  “Theory of Something”   
A friend of the Fellowship, John’s background includes a career as an engineer with the U.S. Air Force, 

and serving as Director of Management Information Services for the City of Pensacola.  His discussion 

will start with the universal questions of ―where did we come from?, where are we going?‖, and ―what is 

the purpose of the journey in between?‖. He covers the modern accomplishments of science and astrono-

my as they challenge the Judeo-Christian story of creation, and guides us through the new world of qua-

sars, black holes, big bang and string theory to address these universal questions. He then addresses what 

effect this might have on our spiritual development.   Introduction: Holly Couret 
 

JACK CAMERON:  "The China Study: Fact or Fallacy?” 
Jack Cameron, a Fellowship member with a strong interest in nutrition and health, reviews the recent cri-

tique "The China Study: Fact or Fallacy" which has made its author, Denise Minger, a star among blog-

gers devoted to nutrition. When "The China Study”, written by Dr. T. Colin Campbell, was published in 

2005 it quickly became a bestseller and garnered rave reviews, particularly from vegetarians because of 

the conclusion that "even small increases in the consumption of animal based foods was associated with 

increased disease risk". While many critics have challenged Dr. Campbell's conclusions concerning ani-

mal based foods, none of the critiques are comparable to the monumental review by Denise Minger, 

which through complex statistical review clearly shows Dr. Campbell’s ―cherry picking‖ the data to sup-

port his conclusions. Jack Cameron discusses similar errors of data interpretation that have resulted in the 

current illogical dietary standards of the USDA.   Introduction: Celeste Hinds 
 

STEVE THOMAS:  "The End of the Atlantic Slave Trade" 
Fairhope resident Steve Thomas is guest historian for several National Park Service and Alabama Histor-

ical Commission properties.  He will talk about how international slave trade was made illegal in 1808, 

and the impact that step had on the United States.  Introduction: Thelma Topper 
 

ANNE ARMSTRONG:  “History and Culture of the Northwest Indians” 

A new friend of the Fellowship, Anne moved here from the state of Washington.  Her background is in 

engineering consulting.   She was born in the UK and raised in East Africa and the Persian Gulf.    She 

spent almost 20 years in the Pacific Northwest and became interested in the history and culture of the na-

tive people in that area.   She will give a brief look at the origins and culture of the Indians of the North-

west United States and Western Canada, highlighting similarities and differences in their art and legends, 

and talk about the paintings and carvings of these people.  Introduction: Del Armstrong 
 

ZAYNE SMITH: “Immigration in Alabama: Facts and Policies Behind the Movement” 
Zayne Smith is Immigration Policy Director with Alabama Appleseed Center for Law and Justice.  She 

will discuss immigration in the U.S. and in Alabama, how government has regulated immigration in the 

past and how it is currently regulated.  She will then look at the human side of immigration, focusing on 

common myths that saturate the immigration debate, and discuss what Comprehensive Immigration Re-

form really means and what it looks like.    Introduction: Kathleen Fendelman 
 
 

 

Everyone is invited to attend the Last Sunday of the Month Potluck following the August 29th 
program.  Please bring a dish to share and join us for fellowship and conversation.  

Aug. 1 

Aug. 8 

Aug. 15 

Aug. 22 

Sunday Service 11 a.m., 1150 Fairhope Ave. 
Adult discussion group meets each Sunday at 10 a.m. 

Write 1150 Fairhope Ave., Fairhope, AL 36532. Tel. 251-929-3207. Visit our website at 

www.fairhopeuu.org  fairhopeunitarian@att.net 

Aug. 29 
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JULY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

The Board of Directors will meet on Friday, 

August 6th at 10am at the Fellowship.  Agen-

da items include- 
 

I. Approval of the minutes from the July 

meeting.   

II. Treasurer's Report (Pat Smith)  

III. Old Business  

 1. Floor cleaning contract  

 2. Building Maintenance Report by  

 Stu Chapman  

 3. Program Committee Report by  

 Bert Brun  

 4. Status of the new screen  

IV. New Business  
 

If you have any other items for the Board 

meeting, please notify Michael Patrick or any 

Board member.  All FUF members are wel-

come to attend Board meetings.  

           —Submitted by Michael Patrick 

AUGUST BOARD AGENDA 

At its July 2nd meeting, your Board:  
 

¶ Approved the minutes and Treasurer’s report  

¶ Discussed the purchase of an ascending re-

tractable screen for the Fellowship Hall.  

¶ Discussed slow video streaming from class-

room and need for a larger screen in that 

room.  

¶ Discussed criteria for allowing non-profit or-

ganizations to use the Fellowship Hall.  

¶ Approved a bank change for a maturing CD.  

¶ Approved donation of $200 for the communi-

ty garden being planned at Homestead Vil-

lage.  

¶ Decided the best way to help with the oil cri-

sis is to spend money at the beach.  

¶ Heard plans for a possible fundraiser using 

dried flowers to create stationery.   

¶ Authorized for the floors in the building to be 

re-waxed.  

—Submitted by Pam Perkins 

    WǳƴŜ нлмл CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŀǎ {ǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ Yŀȅ {ŜȅƳƻǳǊ 

  !Ŏǘǳŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘŜŘ {ǳǊǇƭǳǎκ 

 WǳƴŜ ¸¢5 ¸¢5 ό5ŜŬŎƛǘύ 

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ     

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ нΣрмп  муΣфус  нмΣллл  όнΣлмпύ 

hǘƘŜǊ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ ном  нΣлсф  нΣрлл  όпомύ 

¢ƻǘŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ нΣтпр  нмΣлрр  ноΣрлл  όнΣппрύ 

     

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ     

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ оΣсмп  моΣпмф  мрΣстл  нΣнрм  

/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ мфп  рΣрсл  рΣфол  отл  

5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ прл  флл  мΣфлл  мΣллл  

¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ пΣнру  мфΣутф  ноΣрлл  оΣснм  

     

bŜǘ hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜκό5ŜŎǊŜŀǎŜύ 
όмΣрмоύ мΣмтр  л  мΣмтр  

AUGUST 1ST:  ONE DAY IN HISTORY 

1776 Formal signing of Declaration of Independence~1834 Slavery abolished in the British Em-

pire~1902 US buys the rights to the Panama Canal from France~1916 Hawaii National Park estab-

lished~1936 Hitler opens Berlin Olympic Games~1943 PT-109 rammed & sunk, JFK suffers  back 

injury~1944 Anne Frank makes last entry in her diary~1960 Chubby Checker debuts "The 

Twist"~1990 Iraq invades Kuwait~1997 Boeing buys McDonnell-Douglas for $16.3 billion 
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SHOREBIRD PROGRAM 
 

On Wednesday, August 11th, noted local ornithol-

ogist Dr. Bill Summerour will tell us how to iden-

tify those little birds running back and forth with 

the surf.  Dr. Summerour’s lecture may help you 

distinguish gulls from terns plus answer a myriad 

of other birding questions. 
 

Birders of all experience levels are welcome.  The 

program begins at 9:00am at the Fellowship and 

will finish about 11:00am.  No charge; a $5 dona-

tion for use of the building is suggested. 
 

The program is sponsored by the Mobile Bay 

Audubon Society and the Eastern Shore Wednes-

day Birders.  For further information call Celeste 

Hinds 928-6526. 

  —Submitted by Celeste Hinds 

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper was an African 

American writer, lecturer, and Unitarian.  Born 

free in Baltimore on September 24, 1825, she pub-

lished her first book of poetry at twenty and her 

first novel, the widely praised Iola Leroy, at 67. 
 

After her mother died when she was three years 

old in 1828,  she was raised by her aunt and uncle.  

She was educated at the Academy for Negro 

Youth, a school run by her uncle Rev. William 

Watkins, who was a civil rights activist.  He was a 

major influence on her life and work. At fourteen, 

she found work as a seamstress.   
 

Frances Watkins' first volume of verse, Forest 

Leaves,  was published in 1845 (it has been lost). 

Her second book, Poems on Miscellaneous Sub-

jects, published in 1854, was extremely popular.  

Over the next few years, it was reprinted in 20 edi-

tions.  Many African American women's service 

clubs named themselves in her honor in cities such 

as St. Louis, St. Paul, and Pittsburgh. 

In 1850, Watkins moved to Ohio, where she 

worked as the first woman teacher at Union Semi-

nary, established by the Ohio Conference of the 

AME Church.  In 1853, Watkins became a lecturer 

for the American Anti-Slavery Society. 
 

In 1860, she married Fenton Harper, a widower 

with three children. They had a daughter together 

in 1862.   She continued to be active in the prohi-

bition and suffrage movements and the Unitarian 

church.  Often on Sunday mornings she would 

 

read her poems to Unitarian congregations, in-

cluding her most popular collection Bury Me in 

a Free Land.  She gave a speech in 1866 before 

the National Women's Rights Convention, call-

ing for equal rights for all. 
 

In 1892 she published Iola Leroy or the Shad-

ows Lifted, one of the first novels by an African-

American woman.  At the same time, she con-

tinued with her political activism, and in 1897 

was elected Vice-President of the NAACP. 
 

Harper died on February 22, 1911.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  —Submitted by Michael Patrick 

UUs in History 

 
 

COULD IT BE? 
 

Could it be that BP’s transparent greed 
has destroyed something so fragile 

its repair has no remedy? 
 

Could it be that BP’s evolving dishonesty 
makes a mockery of the term 

“responsible technology”? 
 

Could it be that BP is a reflection of you and me 
and our incessant need for oil 
spiraling upward endlessly? 

 

Could be… 
 
—Written by Anne Brun 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Fewharper.jpg


NEWSLETTER 

Submit  calendar events or articles specific to the 

Fairhope Unitarian Fellowship for publication  

one week prior to the last Sunday of each month 

OR as noted in the newsletter calendar section. 

For events, please include all pertinent infor-

mation. Members and Friends are invited to sub-

mit poems, quotations or other brief words of 

wisdom to be published as space allows.  

Provide written copy or email to editor at:   

nanpie@juno.com 

  EDITOR/PUBLISHER:  Nancy Martin 

  DISTRIBUTION: Diane Ehlers, Ruth Geraci 

Tue., Aug 3:  Knitters Group 1-330pm 

Wed., Aug 4:  Back Porch Folk Singers 3-430pm 

Thu., Aug 5:  Non-Fiction Book Group 930am 

Fri., Aug 6:  Board Meeting 10am 

Sat., Aug 7: Documentary Movie 700p.m. 

Tue., Aug 10:  Knitters Group 1-330pm 

Wed., Aug 11:  Birding Class 9-11am 

Wed., Aug 11:  Back Porch Folk Singers 3-430pm 

Fri. Aug 13:  Authors Discussion Group 930am 

Sat., Aug 14:  Game Night 630-900pm 

Tue., Aug 17:  Knitters’ Group 1-330pm 

Wed., Aug 18:  Back Porch Folk Singers 3-430pm 

Thu., Aug 19:  Non-fiction Book Group 930am 

Sun., Aug 22:  September newsletter deadline 5pm 

Tue., Aug 24:  Knitters Group 1-330pm 

Wed., Aug 25:  Back Porch Folk Singers 3-430pm 

Sat., Aug 28: Game Night, 630-900pm 

Sun., Aug 29:  Last Sunday Potluck 12pm 

Tue., Aug 31:  Knitters’ Group 1-330pm 

 

NOTE:  The Sunday morning discussion group cen-

tered around the TED talks will be suspended for the 

month of August.  It will resume in September when 

everyone returns from their summer trips to cooler 

climes! 

. 
 

 

 

 

 

AUTHORS DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

 

The Authors Discussion Group will meet on 

May 13th.  
 

This month’s author pick is Eudora Welty 

(led by Helen Earl). 
 

The group welcomes new members to its dis-

cussions, which start at 9:30 a.m at the Fel-

lowship. 
   

  —-Submitted by Diane Ehlers 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
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GAME NIGHT 
TWICE MONTHLY 

 

Game Night is a great way to meet Fellowship 

members and friends — come join in the fun 

starting at 6:30 p.m.!  We have a variety of 

board and card games, and new games are al-

ways welcome. New players are invited to learn 

a game or share one they know.  
 

Game Night is held on the second and fourth 

Saturday nights of each month.  
 

For more information contact Ruth Geraci at 

251-970-3407 or uuruthg@gulftel.com. 
   

  —Submitted by  Ruth Geraci 

DOCUMENTARY MOVIES ARE BACK 
 

On the first Saturday in Au-

gust, at 7 p.m. on August 7, 

2010, the “First Saturday Doc-

umentary” series will resume 

at the Fairhope Unitarian Fel-

lowship with a showing of: 

Black Wave – The Legacy of 

the Exxon Valdez 
 

On March 24, 1989 the Exxon 

Valdez oil supertanker ran 

aground in Alaska, discharging millions of gal-

lons of crude oil.  It was the largest environmen-

tal disaster in North American history – until 

now.   
 

For 20 years Riki Ott and the fishermen of the 

town of Cordova have waged the longest legal 

battle in U.S. history against the world’s most 

powerful oil company (ExxonMobil).   We will 

hear about the environmental, social and eco-

nomic consequences of the black wave that 

changed their lives forever.  Will we experience 

the same fate here on the coast of the Gulf of 

Mexico? 
 

Everyone is welcome (invite your friends), and 

there is no admission charge – although contri-

butions will be accepted to help pay for the cost 

of acquiring this DVD and others we hope to 

show in the future.  

  —Submitted by Ed Lawrence 


